An Introduction to Famous COLAGEs

@@@57 You(e in Good Company!

Ever felt like you were the only one with one ormore lesbian, gay, bisexual and/or
transgender parent/s? Not only are there millionsof other children, youth and ad ultswho
have LGBTparents, but there are even celebrity COLAGErs Thislist introducesjust a few
of the many famouspeople who have orhad one or more LGBTparent.

Alexander Aegus (King Alexander V)

Asthe son of Alexanderthe Great, Alexander met an early death at the ag e of thirteen.
Asa consequence of the time, Alexand er Aegusand hismother were kiled by Cassader
in a statement of revenge and asa power shift. Alexand er'sfatherwas known to have a
great love forhismale lover Hephasteian, who after hisdeath was shortly followed to his
grave by Alexanderthe Great.

Alexandra Hizabeth QAllyOSheedy (Sblings: Meagan and Patrick)

Ally Sheedy has been involved with the ac ting craft for most of her life. The daughter of
marketing executive John Sheedy and a lesbian literary ag ent mother Charlotte, she
began making TVcommercialsand appearing on stag e at ag e 15. She published a
children'sbook, She Was Nice to Mice. She has also been published in periodicalssuch
as The New York Times. After high school, the New York-born Sheedy headed west to the
University of California where, in addition to her studies, she also ap peared in television
films. At ag e 21, she began herfeature-film careerplaying adolescent girlsin filmssuch
as Bad Boysand War Games. She joined the notorious"Brat Pac k" in 1985 after

ap pearing in John Hughes The Breakfast Club. Some of Ally'sother Rim Highlightsinclude
S. EImo's FHre, Short Circuit, Chantilly Lac e and High Art. She ismarried to ac tor David
Lansbury, stepson of ac tressAngela Lansbury, and they have a daughter, Rebecca,
bornin 1994.

I never thought to myself, I'm going to grow up and fall in love with a man orI'm going to
fall in love with a woman because my motherisa lesbian.

Alison Bechdel (Comic artist)
Alison Bechdelisbest known for herlong-running comic strip Dykes To Watch Out For. She
grew up in rural Pennsylvania and isthe queer 10

Ana Matronic (singer)

Asthe lead female singer of the British group Scissor Ssters, Ana performsoutrageouspop
music. Sissor Sstersmad e Brit Awardshistory in 2005, winning three internat ional
categories: Best Group, Breakthrough Act and Best Album. Whe n she wasthree her
parentssplit up and she learned at age sixthat herfatherwas gay. Asa teen herfather
died of AIDSwhich encourag esher ac tivism today with an organization that support the
familiesand children of people living with HIV and AIDS.

In the time that | grew up, it wasincredibly isolating. There was such a stigma attached to
it (thiswas 1990) that people knowing he had AIDSwould overshadow the fact that he
was dying and that wasthe mostimportant thing that | wanted to communicate - that my
father was being taken away from me. It wasn't until | wasin my twentiesthat | met
people who had lost good friends or family membersto AIDS.
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Anne Heche (actress)

Born in Ohio, she moved 11 timesbefore she was 12. Her father was a fund amentalist
church organist who admitted to being gay after he was diag nosed with AIDS. She
supported her mother, two sistersand a brotherby acting in a dinne rtheaterin Atlantic
City. Beginning with a long-standing Emmy Award winning role in the soap opera
Another World, Anne Heche moved on to a careerin film including Donnie Braseo,
Volcano,and Wag The Dog.

Charles | of England (1625 King of England)
Son of a gay fatherJameslof England and had a gay grandfatherLord Damly

Corin Redgrave (actor)

British stag e and film ac tor Corin Redgrave isthe son of theatrical luminaries Michae |
Redgrave who happened to be bisexual and Rac hel Kempson, and the brother of
actorsVane ssa and Lynn Redgrave. He first embarked upon ac ting while attending
Cambridge, ac ting in productionsstag ed by the Marlowe Society. He mad e his
professional stag e debut in 1963, and appeared in hisfirst film in 1966, play ing William
Roperin the Oscar-winning A Man for All Seasons. Among hismyriad of stag e creditswas
Alan Ayckbourn'scomic trilogy The Norman Conquests, in which he starred as the bed-
hopping Norman. Easing comfortably into charac ter rolesin hisfifties, Corin Redgrave
starred asHamish in the runaw ay movie hit 4 Weddingsand a Funeral (1993).

50 Cent (aka Curtis Jackson) (Hip-hop Artist)

Born into a notoriousQueens drug dynasty during the late '70s, 50 Cent lost those closest
to him at an early ag e. Raised without a father, 50'smother, who was bisexual but also
involved in drugswas found dead under mysteriouscircumstanc esbefore he could hit
histeens. The orphaned youth was taken in by hisgrandparents, who provided for 50.
Afterliving a dangerousand notoriousstreet life during histeens, the birth of hisson put
thingsin perspective forthe post adolescent,and 50 began to pursue rap seriously. He as
signed to Columbia Recordsin 1999where a first recording session tumed out 36 songsin
thisshort period, which resulted in "Power Of A Dollar,”an unreleased masterpiece that
Blaze Mag azine judged a classic. Latermentored by Eminem and Dr. Dre, 50 Center
became one of the most well-known rap artists of the recent past.

Qtalk about my momskissing a girl. Really, | don't know to what extent she was a
lesbian. 1 did see something that was a little awkward... | was eight years old when my
mama passed, so how much information would | have about that, honestly?"

Cyril and Vyvyan Wilde

The se brotherswere the children of Oscar Wilde. Vyvyan went on to write several
favorab le booksabout hisfatherincluding Son of Oscar Wilde and A Pictorial Biograp hy
of Oscar Wilde.

Daniela Sea (Actress, musician)

At the ag e of 3, Danielasfathercame out as gay. She has played guitar in the band
GrQips, traveled around the world, and currently playsthe role of Moira on The L Word.
Daniela identifiesas queerand genderqueer herself, and isab out to perform in her first
feature film.

Dorothy Dandridge (Actress, singer, dancer)

African American ac tress, singer, dancer Dorothy Dand ridge, the daughter of lesbian
stag e and screen ac tressRuby Dandridge, began performing professionally in the song-
and -dance duo "The Wonder Children" with her sister Vivian at ag e four; they toured
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partsofthe South, performing at churches, schools, and socialgatherings. In the 1930s
herfamily relocated to Los Angeles. Dorothy performed in the Marx brother@comedy A
Day at the Rac es, in the group the Dandridge Ssters, the film Going Plac es, Sun Valley
Serenade. Afterher marriag e to Harold Nicholas she put hercareeron hold fora while,
but the birth of a severely brain-damag ed daughter strained her marriag e and it soon
ended in divorce, following which she put most of herenergy into hercareer. She went
onto appear in Tarzan'sPeriland Carmen Jonesforwhich she received a "Best Actress'
Oscar nomination, becoming the first blac k womento do so. Three yearswent by before
hernext role, in Idandsin the Sun, in which she ag ain mad e history by being the first blac k
ac tresscast romantically with a white ac torin a film.

Edward Il (King of England, 1327)

Son of Isab ella and Edward lland in 1327 when Edward llwas deposed and brutally
murdered by hismotherlisab ella and herlover, RogerMortimer. So at fifteen, Edward llI
became king of England, a puppet king until just three yearslater, he asserted his
independence, had Mortimerexecuted, and sent hisscheming motherinto retirement.

Hizabeth Lorde-Rollins (poet)

The daughter of feminist, lesbian poet Audre Lorde, Hizabeth was followed in her mother
footstepsand hercan be found in the book The Arc of Love: An Anthology of Lesbian
Love Poems.

Ellabe' Maughan

Born in 1915, the daughter of gay English author W. Somerset Maughan (1874-1965). In
1929 W. Somerset divorced Hizab eth'smotherand she grew up to despise herfamous
father. When W. Somerset Maugham was 88, Hizabeth tried to have him put away on the
groundsthat he was senile and incompetent. Maugham retaliated by legally disowning
herand ad opting hislover, Alan Searle, as hisson. In court, Hizab eth had the ad option
nullified and was restored as W. Somerset'slegal heir.

Faustina
Daughter of High renaissanc e ltalian painter, Il SSdoma, Fau stina went on to marry one
of herfathersformer boyfriends.

J.I. Ackerley (writer & editor)

Not only did Ackerley'sfatherhave a secret hidden family, but also it was later
discovered that hisfather wasthe "kept"loverofa German Count. Asa second-
generation gay man, Ackerly wrote the play, The Prisonersand the books My Father &
Myself and My Dog Tulip and We Think the World of You.

James C. Hormel Jr.

Son of the gay Ambassad orto Luxemberg, in 1999, James (along with hisbrotherand
sisters) played a vital role in getting hisfatherto the position of Ambassad or. When the
Republican Congresswas holding the ap pointment, Jamescame to the aid of hisfather
with a large seriesof op-ed articlesand interviews. The articlesappeared acrossthe
country and described what it was like to have a gay fatherand that Congresss
discrimination not only affect hisfather but the entire family.

James|of England (JamesV of Scotland)
Son of Mary, Queen of Scots (1542-1587) had a gay father, Lord Darmly and wasalso gay
himself.

COLAGE
1550 Bryant Sreet Suite 830, San Fancisco, CA 94103
415-861-5437 www.colage.org



Jamie Anne Maria, Alexander Serge Leonard, & Nina Maria Felicia

Children of Chilean-born ac tress Felicia Montealegre Cohn and Leonard Bernstein, the
first gay American musician to ac hieve worldwide recognition; known asa conductor,
composer, pianist, authorand teac her.

Jena Malone (actress)

Jena hasappeared in such moviesas Saved, Sepmom, Hope (A TV movie)and Bastard
Out of Carolina. These have won hera Golden Globe nomination, an Independent Spirit
Award in 1997 for Best Debut Performanc e and a SAG Award in 1997 for Outstanding
Performanc e by a Female Actorin a TV Movie or Miniseries. Jena was born in Lake
Tahoe Nevad a and moved to Southern California. Her mother was ac tive in community
theaterso Jena got very comfortable around the theaterat an early ag e. Until ag e 10,
Malone lived in Lake Tahoe, Nev., raised by two moms. Then herbirth mother broke up
with herloverand became a born-ag ain Christian. Legally emanc ipated sinc e 2000,
Malone saysshe isclose to herlarge extended family, which includesfourbrothersand
two sisters.

QA had two loving parents. Love in any shape or form is a beautiful thing.O

Jodie Foster (actress, producer, director)

Born Alicia Christian Foster, on November 19, 1962, in Los Angeles, California. Foster's
father, Lieutenant-Colonel Lucius Fsher Foster lll, a former Battle of Britain fighterand one
of the most highly decorated fliersin the USairforce, left the family before she was bormn;
herlesbian mother, Evelyn (Bran dyQ supported herself and herfour children by working
fora film producer. Jodie has three sblingslLucinda, Constanc e and Buddy. Her
upbringing in a working-classpart of Los Angeleswas unconventional, to say the least.
She and herthree oldersblingsgrew up with "two mothers'-- Brandy and her live-in lover,
Josephine Dominguez, known affectionately as Aunt Jo. Although she was christened
Alicia Christian, Foster wascalled Jodie by the family, after Jo D.

Foster played a breakthrough role of a teenag e prostitute in Taxi Driverand since then
has shined on the screen in such moviesas The Accused (for which she won an Oscar),
Little Man Tate, The Slence of the Lambs (for which she won another Oscar), Contact,
Nelland Anna and the King. Not only known asone of the most influential woman in
Hollywood, Foster has a long list of awardsforherwork behind the scenesas director. She
livesin the San Fernando Valley with her son, Charles, who was born on July 20,1998.

Joe Valentine (Baseball Player)

Joe isa baseball pitcherforthe CincinnatiReds. In 1997 graduated from Deer Park (NY)
High School...played baseball at Jefferson Davis Community College in Brewton, AL...at
JDCC wasnamed to the NJCAA All-Region XXl squad aftergoing 8-1, 2.56 with 7 saves.
Valentine, from Long Isdand, N.Y., was the subject of a lengthy article in Newsday ab out
being raised by two leshians, Deb Valentine (hisbiological mom) and Doreen Price, who
raised him sinc e hisbirth in Las Vegas in 1979. The couple has been togetherfor 30 years.
Joe neverknew hisdad and he has grown up a supportive son who lovesthe two
women who raised him.

"It'sno different than having a mother and father. "These are the two women who raised
me, and they are wonderful people. It'sjust not a big deal to me. Why should it be?"

Joely Richardson (actress)
The otherdaughterof award winning ac tressVanessa Redgrave, and bisexual film
director Tony Richardson and also had a bisexual grandfather (Sr Michae | Redgrave).
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Joely Richardson isa Golden Globe nominated ac tresswho also has a long film and
stag e career.

Judy Garland (Gumm) (actress)

Entertainer Judy Garland, granddaughter of a gay businessman was both one of the
greatest and one ofthe most tragic figuresin American show busness. Judy had roles
and performed in Pigskin Parad e Broadway Melody of 1938, Listen Darling (1938), and so
on. When MGM planned to star 20th CenturyFox's Shirley Temple in The Wizard of Oz,
Garland almost didn't get her most celebrated role, but the deal fellthrough and
Garland was cast as Dorothy. Even after this, the actressnearly lost out on her definitive
screen moment when the studio decided to cut the song Qverthe RainbowQ finally
keeping the number afterit tested wellin previews. The Wizard of Ozmad e Garland a
star. In 1945 she married director Vincente Minne lli, with whom she had a daughter, Liza,
in 1946. Garland and Vincente Minnellidivorced in 1951, whereupon she married Sd Luft.
On June 22, 1969, the day of the Sonewall Rebellion, Judy Garland was found dead in
herLondon ap artment, the victim of an ostensibly ac cidentaloverdose of barbiturates.

Katharine Symonds Furse (government official)

Kat harine and herthree sisterswere the children of famed gay Eng lish essayist and
historian John Addington Symonds (1840-1893). Born in Clifton, Bristol, young Kat harine
spent most of herchildhood in Davos, Svitzerland where Symondshad relocated the
family in search of a betterclimate for histuberculosis. In 1900 she married the painter,
CharlesW. Furse who also suffered from tuberculosis. They had two sons, Peterand John
Paul. CharlesFurse died of tuberculosisin 1904. 1875 Katherine led the first VAD (Voluntary
Aid Detac hment) Corpsto Fanc e October 1914. Headed the British Red CrossWomen's
VAD Department 1915-1917, Commandant in Chief of the Joint Women'sVAD
Department 1916, First head of the Women'sRoyal Naval Service (WRENS), 1917. She
remained the head of the WRENSuntilthey were demobilized in 1919. After the war,

Kat harine Furse continued her pioneering work in women'sservice. She worked closely for
yearswith the Girl Guidesand forten yearswas Director of the World Association of Girl
Guidesand Girl Scouts. She died in Lond on in 1952.

Klaus Mann

FamousGerman authorof the novel "Mefisto” (made into a film with Klaus-Maria
Brandauer), gay himself, he was the son of even more famousnovelist Thomas Mann
("Budenbrooks’, "Mag ic Mountain"), who openly wrote about hisown homosexuality in his
secret diaries.

Kyra Nijinsky (dancer)

Daughterof gay Russian dancer Vaslav Nijinsky, Kyra starred in She Danc esAlone. Asthe
lead ing characterin the semi-documentary psychograph, Kyra reflected on the
phenomenon and the tragic destiny of herfather, the Russian choreographerand ballet
danc er Vaslav Nijinsky.

Lynn Redgrave (actress)

Lynn, best known for herrolesin Shine, God'sand Monstersand Georgy Girl isthe
daughter of distinguishe d bisexual ac tor SrMichael Redgrave and sister of Vane ssa. Lynn
Redgrave has mad e significant contributionsto herillustriousfamily'sfive generation long
reputation forproducing fine British ac tors. The London-born Lynn studied ac ting at the
Central School of Music and Drama. She first ap peared on stag e in a 1962 production of
A Midsummer Night'sDream at the Royal Court Theatre. She was next invited by Sr
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Laurence Olivierto become on of the first membersin Britain's National Theatre. There
she ap peared in Hamlet as well as in many other prestigious Productions. In the late
1990s, Redgrave stag ed a successful one-woman show, Shakespeare for My Father.

Malcolm Sevenson "Steve" Forbes Jr.

Born July 18, 1947), isthe son of gay father Malcolm Sevenson Forbes S. and the editor-
in-chief of businessmag azine Forbesas wellas presdent and chief executive officer of its
publisher, ForbesInc. He was a candidate in the U.S Presidential primariesin 1996 and
2000. HisbrothersChristopher Forbes, vice chairman, Robert Forbesand Timothy Forbes
hav e alllong worked forthe mag azine or at least the parent company .

Mary Godwin Wolistoneaaft Shelley (author)

Daughter of Mary Wollstonecraft, a lesbian authorwho wrote Vindication of the Rightsof
Man. Mary Godwin Wollstonecraft went on to marry poet Percy Bysshe Shelley, and more
importantly went on to write Frankenstein.

Minnie Hall

The adopted daughterof Tammany Hall politician, and bailbondsman Murray Hall.
Minnie'sfather, a confident of Sate Senator Barney Martin was found to be ac tually
Mary Anderson after hisdeath in 1901. Murray Hall died from breast cancer, which was
not diag nosed because of hisfear of discovery.

Natasha Richardson (actress)

Sag e and screen performerwho isthe daughter of award winning ac tress Vane ssa
Redgrave, and bisexual film director Tony Richardson and also had a bisexual
grandfather (SrMichae | Redgrave). Natasha lost herfather, director Tony Richardson, to
AIDSin 1991. Snce herfathersdeath she'staken a hands-on role in AIDSwork, inc luding
organizing the American Foundation for AIDSResearch'shugely successful auction of
Oscar dresseslast year. Married to fellow ac tor Liam Neesom, Natasha isa mother of two
sons.

When | wasabout 10 or 11 | said to my mother, "Ismy papa gay?" She said yes, and |
remember being very upset by that. I'm not sure quite why. There's the social stigma
when you're in School ... and | guess at the time you think your parents are gods. | guess,
because of the world I've been broughtup in, | just don't categorize people. 1 don't think,
oh, that'sa bisexual person, that'sa gay person, that's a straight person.

Nicole Bobek (ice skater)

Know foran outgoing personality on the ice and unusual grac e and artistry, Nicole
Bobek grew up in Chicago, with herlesbian mother, Jana Bobek who skated in minor
competitionsin heryouth in her native Czechoslovakia. Nicole was put into skatesat ag e
31/2 and Jana guided herdaughtersprogressfora while, then put herinto a class.
Nicole as the 1995 United Satesskating champion and a Bronze medal at the World
Level.

Nigel Nicolson (author)

Nicolson wrote Portrait of a Marriag e. In the book Nicholson writes of the marriag e of his
famousparents, the author Vita Sac kville-West (who was Virginia Woolf&longtime lover)
and author, politician and diarist, Harold Nicolson, also a bisexual.

Noriko and lichiro Mishima
Children of Yoko Susyama (eldest daughterof Jap ane se painter Yasushi Sugiyama) and
gay author Yukio Mishima, the most spectac ularly talented young writerto emerge in
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Jap an after World War Il. Their father at the peak of a brilliant literary careerand at the
ag e of forty-five committed the ritual suicide called Seppuku on November 25, 1970.

Orenthal James (OJ) Smpson

Considered one of the greatest running bac ksin American football history, OJ in the
early 1990'sbecame a household name, a name that sparked conversions ac rossthe
United Stateson rac e, wealth, and fame. Born near San Fanc isco at Sanford University
Hospitalon 9 July 1947, the son of Jimmie and Eunice Durden Smpson. Smpson'sfather,
a well-known San Fanc isco drag queen, died of AIDSin 1986. In June of 1994, Nicole
Brown and Ronald Goldman were found brutally murdered, Smpson was charged with
the two murdersand laterconvicted in civil court of their murders.

Raymond Douglas

Son of Walt Whitman'slover Lord Alfred Douglas(1870-1945). After Whitman'sdeath, Lord
Douglaswent on to marry Olive Custanc e and fathered Raymond. Raymond's
grandfather, Colonel Custanc e alleged that Douglas was a cruel and irresponsible father
and sued to have young Raymond taken aw ay from hisparents. Raymond's mother
sded with herfatherand the marriag e ended in a shambles. The custody battle and
family riftstook theirtollon Raymond. He grew up with severe emotional problems. At the
ag e of twenty-five he was diag nosed as schizophrenic and was committed to a private
mental hospital. He spent much of hislife in and out of such institutionsand died in one in
1964.

Rebecca Walker (author)

Rebecca isthe daughter of leshian author, Alice Walkerand isthe co-founder of the
Third Wav e, a small feminist organization that began in 1992 and recently wrote "To Be
Real: Telling the Truth and Changing the Fac e of Feminism. Her motherisknown for such
novelsasThe Color Purple.

Rene Russo (actress)

Born in 1954, Rene Russo grew up on the wrong side of the trac ksin Burbank, a Los
Angelessuburb. Her father, a sculptorand mechanic, left the family when Rene was just
two, leaving her mother, Shirley, as a single lesbian mom with two daughters. (Rene has
one sister, named Toni).

Asa 17 yearold, Rene was discovered suddenly and within a few months, she had
signed a contrac t with Ford Modeling Agency and within a year had become a
successful print and photograp her model. Her televison seriesdebut came in 1987 with a
supporting part on the short-lived TV series C8ab le.OSome of her most notable film

ap pearanc e include Major Leag ue, Ransom, and The Adventuresof Rocky and
Bulwinkle, and as an internal affairsdetective in Lethal Weapon 3. Rene Russo has been
praised for herability to hold herown ag ainst her major male co-stars. Rene Russo has
been married to screenwriter Dan Gilroy since 1992, and they have one daughter,
named Rose.

ONhen | wasbormn- oh | am going to cry- my dad left and it waswomen in my life that
were gay that raised me and that helped me and nurtured me.O(On ABC® Good
Morning America)

Vanessa Redgrave (actress)

Vane ssa, known for herrolesin The Trojan Women, Mary Queen of Sots, HowardsEnd,
Wilde and Deep Impact, isthe daughter of disting uished bisexual ac tor Sr Michael
Redgrave. Vane ssa Redgrave iswidely regarded as one of Great Britain'sfinest modem
dramatic actresses. Born January 30,1937 in London, Redgrave studied drama at
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London'sCentral School of Music and Danc e. She mad e hertheatrical debut in 1957
and herfilm debut the following yearin the dreadful Behind the Mask, which also starred
her father. She had two children; Joely and Natasha Richardson, by bisexual director
Tony Richardson, and in 1969 had a child by her Camelot co-star Franc o Nero. Redgrave
won an Oscarforbest supporting ac tressfor herrole in Julia (1977).

William Burroughs Il

Son of Joan Vollimerand gay father Willam Seward Burroughs, a famousBeat and
contemporary writer. Wiliam Jr.'sgreat-gran dfatherwas the inventor of the adding

mac hine. In 1951, Burroughs lost hismotherin an odd and tragic way. During a drunken
performance of William Tell, Burroughs S. missed and killed Joan with a bullet through the
brain.
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