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YouÕre in Good Company! 
An Introduc tion to Famous COLAGErs 

 
 

Ever fe lt  like  you were the  only one  with one  o r more lesb ian , g ay , b isexual  a nd / or 
tran sgender p arent / s? No t only a re  the re millions o f othe r c hild ren, youth an d  ad ults who  
hav e  LGBT pa rents, but there  a re even c e leb rity COLAGErs! This list int rod uc es just a  few 

of the  many  fa mous peop le  who  hav e or had  one  or more LGBT pa rent . 
 
 
Alexander Aegus (King Alexander IV) 
As the  son of Alexan der the  Great , Alexan der met an ear ly deat h at  the  ag e of thirteen. 
As a  c onsequenc e o f the  t ime, Alexand er Aegus a nd  his mothe r were  killed  b y Ca ssa der 
in a stat ement  of reveng e and  a s a power shift. Alexand er's fat he r was known to hav e  a  
g reat  love fo r his ma le love r Hep haste ia n, who  af ter his deat h was sho rtly fo llowed  to his 
g rav e  by Alexan der the  Great . 
 
Alexandra Elizabeth ÒAllyÓ Sheedy (Siblings: Meagan and  Patrick) 
Ally She ed y has been invo lved  with the  ac ting  c ra ft fo r most of he r life. The  da ughte r of 
marketing  exec utive  John  She edy an d  a lesb ia n  litera ry ag ent  mothe r Char lotte , she  
began  mak ing  TV c ommerc ials a nd  a ppear ing  on stag e  at  ag e 15. She pub lished  a  
c hild ren's book, She  Was Nic e to  Mic e. She  has a lso been pub lishe d  in period ic als suc h 
as The  New York Times. Afte r hig h sc ho o l, the  New York-born She ed y hea ded  west to the  
Unive rsity o f Ca lifo rnia  whe re , in a dd ition to he r stud ies, she  also ap p ea red  in te levision 
films. At ag e  21, she b egan  he r feat ure-film c areer p la ying  a dolesc ent  g irls in films suc h 
as Bad  Boys a nd  Wa r Ga mes. She  jo ine d  the  no to rious "Brat  Pac k" in 1985 af te r 
ap pear ing  in John  Hug he s' The  Break fast Club . Some of Ally's othe r Rim Hig hlig hts inc lud e 
St. Elmo's Fire , Short Circ uit, Chant illy Lac e  an d  Hig h Art. She  is married  to ac to r Dav id  
Lansbury, stepson of ac tress Ang e la  La nsb ury, an d  the y hav e  a  d au ghte r, Rebec c a , 
born in 1994. 
I never thought to myself, I'm  going  to grow up and fa ll in love with a  man or I'm  going to 
fa ll in love with a woman because my mother is a  lesbian. 
 
Alison Bechdel (Comic  artist) 
Alison Bec hdel is best known for he r long -running  c omic  strip  Dykes To  Wat c h Out For. She  
g rew up  in rura l Pennsylvan ia  a nd  is the  q ueer 10 
  
Ana  Matronic  (singer) 
As the  lead  fema le sing er of the  British g roup  Sc isso r Siste rs, Ana performs outrag eous pop  
music . Sc issor Siste rs mad e  Brit Awa rd s histo ry in 2005, winning  three  internat ional  
c at egories: Best Group , Break throug h Ac t a nd  Best Alb um. Whe n she  wa s three  he r 
parents sp lit  up  a nd  she  learne d  at  a ge six that  he r fat he r was gay . As a  teen he r fat he r 
d ied  of AIDS whic h enc ourag es he r ac tivism toda y with an  o rga nizat ion that  sup port the  
fa milies an d  c hild ren of peop le living  with HIV an d  AIDS.  
In the time tha t I grew up, it was inc redibly isolating. There was such a stigma a ttached to 
it (this was 1990) tha t people knowing  he had  AIDS would  overshadow the fac t that he 
was dying  and tha t was the m ost im portant thing  that I wanted  to com munic ate -  that my 
fa ther was being taken away from  me.  It wasn't until I was in my twenties tha t I m et 
people who had  lost good  friends or family  m embers to AIDS. 
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Anne Heche (ac tress) 
Born in Ohio , she  moved  11 times be fore  she  was 12. Her fat he r was a  fund a ment al ist 
c hurc h o rga nist who  a d mitted  to being  g ay  af te r he  was d iag no sed  with AIDS. She  
supp orted  he r mothe r, two  sisters and  a  b rothe r b y ac ting  in a  d inne r the a ter in Atlant ic  
City. Beg inning  with a long -stan d ing  Emmy Awa rd  winning  ro le  in the  soa p  opera 
Anothe r World , Anne  Hec he  moved  on to a c areer in film inc lud ing  Donnie  Braseo , 
Volc a no , a nd  Wag  The  Dog .  
 
Charles I of England  (1625 King  of England)  
Son of a  ga y fat he r Ja mes I of Eng la nd  a nd  ha d  a  gay g ra nd fat he r Lo rd  Da mly 
 
Co rin Redgrave (ac tor) 
British stag e  a nd  film ac tor Corin Redgrav e is the  son o f the at ric al  lumina ries Mic hae l 
Redgrav e  who  ha p pene d  to  be  b isexual  an d  Rac he l Kempson, an d  the  b rothe r of 
ac tors Vane ssa  an d  Lynn Redg rav e . He first emba rked  upon ac ting  while at tend ing  
Ca mbridge , ac ting  in p rod uc tions stag ed  by the  Mar lowe Soc iety. He mad e  his 
p rofessiona l stag e deb ut in 1963, an d  a ppeared  in his first film in 1966, p lay ing  Willia m 
Roper in the  Osc a r-w inn ing  A Man  fo r All Seasons. Among  his myria d  of stag e  c red its was 
Alan  Ayc kbourn's c omic  trilog y The  Norma n Conquests, in whic h he  sta rred  as the  bed-
ho p p ing  Norman . Easing  c omforta b ly into  c harac ter ro les in his fift ies, Corin Redgrav e  
star red  a s Hamish in the  runaw ay  movie  hit 4 Wed d ing s a nd  a  Fune ral  (1993). 
 
50 Cent (aka Curtis Jackson) (Hip -hop Artist) 
Born int o a no to rious Queens d rug  dynasty during  the  lat e  '70s, 50 Cent  lost tho se  c losest 
to him at  an  ea rly ag e. Ra ised  without a  fat he r, 50's mothe r, who was b isexual  but a lso  
involved  in d rug s was found  dea d  und er myste rious c irc umstanc es before  he  c ould  hit 
his teens. The o rp ha ne d  youth was tak en in by his g ran dp arents, who p rovided  for 50. 
Afte r living  a da ng erous an d  no torious street life  d uring  his teens, the  b irth of his son put 
thing s in perspec tive  fo r the  post a do lesc ent , an d  50 beg an  to  pursue  rap  se riously. He as 
signe d  to  Columb ia  Rec ords in 1999whe re  a  first rec ord ing  session turne d  out 36 song s in 
this sho rt pe riod , whic h resulted  in "Power Of A Dollar ," a n unreleased  ma sterp iec e  that  
Blaze  Mag a zine  judged  a  c lassic . Lat e r mento red  by Eminem an d  Dr. Dre , 50 Cent er 
bec a me one  of the  most well-kno wn ra p  art ists of the  rec ent  p ast. 
ÒI ta lk  about my m oms kissing  a  girl. Really, I don't know to wha t extent she was a  
lesbian. I d id see something  tha t was a  little awkward ... I was eight years old  when my 
mama passed, so how much information would  I have about that, honestly?" 
 
Cy ril and Vyvyan Wilde 
The se  b rothe rs were  the  c hild ren of Osc ar  Wilde . Vyvya n went  on to write several  
fav orab le books a bout his fat her inc lud ing  Son of Osc ar  Wilde  a nd  A Pic to ria l Biog rap hy 
of Osc ar  Wilde . 
 
Daniela Sea  (Ac tress, music ian) 
At the  ag e  of 3, Da nielaÕs fat he r c a me out as ga y. She  has p lay ed  guitar  in the  ba nd  
GrÕups, trav eled  around  the  world , a nd  c urrent ly p lay s the  ro le  of Mo ira on The  L Word . 
Dani e la  id ent ifies as queer a nd  genderqueer he rself, an d  is ab out to  pe rform in he r first 
feat ure film.  
 
Dorothy Dandridge (Ac tress, singer, dancer) 
Afric a n Americ a n ac tress, sing er, da nc er Dorothy Dand ridge, the dau g hte r of lesb ian  
stag e an d  sc reen ac tress Ruby Da nd ridge, beg an  perfo rming  p rofessiona lly in the  song -
and -da nc e duo  "The  Wonder Child ren" w ith he r sister Vivian  at  ag e  four; they toured  
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par ts o f the  South, performing  at  c hu rc he s, sc ho o ls, and  soc ia l g at he ring s. In the  1930s 
he r fa mily re loc at ed  to Los Ang eles. Dorothy perfo rmed  in the  Marx b rothe rÕs c omedy A 
Day  at  the  Rac es, in the  g roup  the  Dan dridge  Siste rs, the  film Going  Plac es, Sun Val ley 
Serena de. Afte r he r ma rriag e  to  Haro ld  Nic ho las she  p ut he r c a reer on ho ld  for a  while, 
but the  b irth of a  severely b ra in-d a mag ed  d au ght er stra ine d  he r ma rriag e  a nd  it  soon 
end ed  in d ivorc e , fo llow ing  whic h she  p ut most of he r ene rgy int o he r c a reer. She  went  
on to ap pear  in Ta rza n's Peril a nd  Ca rmen Jone s for whic h she  rec e ived  a  "Best Ac tress" 
Osc ar  nominat ion, bec oming  the  first b lac k women to  d o so. Three years went  b y befo re 
he r ne xt ro le, in Islan ds in the  Sun, in whic h she  ag a in mad e  histo ry by be ing  the  first b lac k 
ac tress c a st romant ic al ly with a white ac to r in a  film.  
 
Edward III (King  of England , 1327) 
Son of Isab e lla and  Ed wa rd  II a nd  in 1327 whe n Ed wa rd  II was deposed  an d  b ruta lly 
murd ered  by his mothe r Isab e lla an d  he r love r, Roger Mortimer. So  a t fifteen, Ed wa rd  III 
bec a me king  of Eng la nd , a pup pet king  until just three  yea rs lat er, he  asserted  his 
ind ependenc e , ha d  Mortimer exec uted , an d  sent  his sc he ming  mothe r int o retirement . 
 
Elizabeth Lorde-Rollins (poet) 
The  d au ghter of feminist, lesb ian  p oet Aud re Lorde , Eliza beth was fo llowed  in he r mothe r 
footstep s an d  he r c a n b e found  in the  book The  Arc  of Love : An Ant ho logy of Lesb ian  
Love Poems. 
 
Etllabe' Maughan 
Born in 1915, the  da ughte r of g ay  Eng lish au tho r W. Somerset Ma ughan  (1874-1965). In 
1929 W. Somerset d ivorc ed  Elizab eth's mothe r an d  she  g rew up  to desp ise he r fa mous 
fat he r. Whe n W. Somerset Mau gha m was 88, Eliza beth tried  to  ha ve him put a wa y on the  
g round s that  he  was senile an d  inc ompetent . Mau gha m retal iat ed  b y lega lly d isowning  
he r an d  ad op ting  his lover, Alan  Sea rle , as his son. In c ourt, Elizab eth ha d  the  ad op tion 
nullified  an d  was resto red  as W. Somerset's legal  heir. 
 
Faustina 
Dau ghte r of Hig h renaissanc e  Ital ian  p ainte r, II Sod oma,  Fau stina  went  on to  ma rry one  
of he r fat her's fo rmer boyfriend s. 
 
J.I. Ackerley (writer & editor)  
Not only d id  Ac kerley's fat he r hav e a sec ret hid den fa mily, but a lso  it  was lat er 
d isc overed  that  his fat he r wa s the  "kep t" lover of a  Germa n Count . As a  sec ond -
gene rat ion g ay  ma n, Ac kerly wrote the  p lay , The  Prisone rs a nd  the  books My Fat he r & 
Myself a nd  My Dog  Tulip  an d  We Think the  World  o f You. 
 
James C. Hormel Jr. 
Son of the  ga y Ambassad or to  Luxemberg , in 1999, Ja mes (a long  with his b rothe r an d  
sisters) p lay ed  a vital  ro le  in gett ing  his fat he r to the position of Ambassad or. Whe n the  
Repub lic an  Cong ress was ho ld ing  the  ap point ment , Ja mes c a me to  the aid  of his fat he r 
with a  large  se ries of op -ed  art ic les a nd  interviews. The  art ic les a ppeared  ac ross the  
c ount ry an d  desc ribed  what  it  was like  to  ha ve a gay  fat he r an d  tha t Cong ress's 
d isc riminat ion no t only af fec t his fat he r b ut the  ent ire fa mily. 
 
James I of England (Jam es V of Scotland)  
Son of Mary, Queen of Sc ots (1542-1587) had  a  ga y fa the r, Lo rd  Da rnly an d  wa s also  ga y 
himself. 
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Jamie Anne Maria , Alexander Serge Leonard , & Nina Maria  Felic ia 
Child ren of Chilea n-born ac tress Felic ia  Montealeg re Cohn  a nd  Leona rd  Bernstein, the  
first ga y Americ a n music ian  to  ac hieve  world wide rec ognition; kno wn a s a c ond uc tor, 
c omposer, p ian ist, au thor a nd  teac he r. 
 
Jena  Malone (ac tress) 
Jena  ha s ap peared  in suc h movies as Sav ed , Step mom, Hope  (A TV movie)a nd  Basta rd  
Out o f Ca ro lina . The se  hav e won he r a  Go lden Globe no minat ion, an  Ind ependent  Sp irit  
Award  in 1997 fo r Best Deb ut Performanc e  a nd  a  SAG Award  in 1997 for Outsta nd ing  
Performanc e  by a  Female  Ac tor in a TV Movie or Miniseries . Jena  was born in Lak e 
Ta ho e Nevad a an d  moved  to  Southe rn Cal ifornia . Her mothe r was ac tive in c ommunity 
the at e r so Jena  got very c omforta b le around  the  the at e r at  an  ea rly ag e. Unt il ag e  10, 
Malone  lived  in Lak e  Tah oe, Nev., ra ised  b y two  moms. The n he r b irth mother b roke up  
with he r love r an d  bec a me a  b orn-ag a in Christian . Leg al ly emanc ip at ed  sinc e 2000, 
Malone  say s she  is c lose  to  he r larg e extend ed  fa mily, whic h inc ludes four b rothe rs a nd  
two  siste rs. 
ÒI had  two loving parents. Love in any shape or form is a  beautiful thing .Ó 
 
Jodie Foster (ac tress, produc er, d irec tor) 
Born Alic ia Christian  Foste r, on November 19, 1962, in Los Ang e les, Ca lifo rnia . Foster's 
fat he r, Lieutenant -Co lone l Luc ius Fishe r Foste r III, a former Ba ttle  of Britain fighte r an d  one  
of the  most highly dec orat ed  flie rs in the US ai rfo rc e, left the  fa mily befo re  she  was born; 
he r lesb ia n mothe r, Eve lyn ÒBran dyÓ, sup ported  he rself a nd  he r four c hild ren b y working  
for a film p roduc er. Jod ie has three  sib ling s Luc ind a,  Constanc e  a nd  Buddy. Her 
upb ring ing  in a  working -c lass pa rt of Los Ang eles was unc onvent iona l, to  sa y the  least. 
She  a nd  he r three  o lde r sib ling s g rew up  with "two mothe rs" -- Bra nd y a nd  he r live-in love r, 
Josephine  Doming uez, known af fec tiona tely as Aunt  Jo . Altho ugh she  was c hristene d  
Alic ia  Christian , Foste r wa s c a lled  Jod ie by the  fa mily, af ter Jo  D.  
 
Foster p lay ed  a  b reak through ro le of a teenag e  p rostitute  in Tax i Drive r an d  sinc e  the n 
has shine d  on the  sc reen in suc h movies as The  Ac c used  (fo r whic h she  won a n Osc ar), 
Little  Ma n Tat e, The  Silenc e  of the La mb s (for whic h she  won a no the r Osc ar), Cont ac t, 
Nell an d  Anna  a nd  the  King . Not only kno wn a s one of the  most influent ial  woman  in 
Hollywood , Foste r has a  long  list of a wards for he r work behind  the  sc ene s as d irec to r. She  
lives in the  Sa n Fernan do Va lley w ith he r son, Cha rles, who was b orn on July 20,1998. 
 
Joe Valentine (Baseball Player) 
Joe is a  b asebal l p itc he r for the Cinc innat i Reds. In 1997 g ra duat ed  from Deer Park (NY) 
High Sc ho o l...p layed  b asebal l at  Jefferson Dav is Community College  in Brewton, AL...at  
JDCC wa s na med to the  NJCAA All-Reg ion XXII sq uad  af ter going  8-1, 2.56 w ith 7 sav es. 
Valent ine , from Long  Islan d , N.Y., was the  sub jec t of a  leng thy art ic le in Newsda y ab out 
being  raised  by two lesb ian s, Deb  Va lent ine  (his b io log ic al  mom) a nd  Doreen Pric e , who 
raised  him sinc e his b irth in Las Veg as in 1979. The  c oup le  has been toge the r fo r 30 yea rs. 
Joe ne ver kne w his d ad  a nd  he  has g rown up  a  supportive  son who  loves the  two 
women who  raised  him.  
"It's no different than having  a  m other and  father. "These a re the two wom en who raised  
me, and  they a re wonderful people. It's just not a  b ig deal to m e. Why should  it be?"   
 
Joely  Richardson (ac tress) 
The  othe r d au ghter of a wa rd  w inn ing  ac tress Va nessa Redg rav e, an d  b isexua l film 
d irec tor Tony Ric hardson a nd  a lso  had  a  b isexua l g ran d fat he r (Sir Mic hae l Redg rav e). 
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Joely Ric ha rdson is a  Golden G lobe  nominat ed  ac tress who  also has a  long  film a nd  
stag e c areer.  
 
Judy Garland  (Gumm) (ac tress) 
Entertaine r Judy Ga rlan d , g ran dd au g hter of a  gay  busine ssma n was b oth one  of the  
g reat est and  one  of the  most trag ic  figures in Americ a n sho w busine ss. Jud y ha d  roles 
and  perfo rmed in Pigskin Parad e  Broa dway  Melod y of 1938, Listen Darling  (1938), a nd  so  
on. Whe n MGM p lan ne d  to  star  20th Cent uryFox's Shirley Temp le  in The  Wiza rd  of Oz, 
Gar la nd  almost d idn't get he r most c eleb rat ed  ro le, but the  deal  fe ll through an d  
Gar la nd  was c ast as Dorothy. Even af ter this, the  a c tress ne a rly lost out on her definit ive  
sc reen moment  whe n the  stud io  dec ided  to c ut the song  ÒOver the  Ra inb owÓ, final ly 
keep ing  the  number af ter it  tested  we ll in p reviews. The  Wiza rd  of Oz mad e  Gar lan d  a 
star . In 1945 she  ma rried  d irec tor Vinc ente  Minne lli, with who m she  had  a  d au ght er, Liza,  
in 1946. Ga rlan d  an d  Vinc ente Minne lli d ivorc ed  in 1951, whe reup on she  ma rried  Sid  Luft. 
On June  22, 1969, the  da y o f the  Stone wal l Rebellion, Judy Ga rlan d  was found  dea d  in 
he r London ap artment , the  vic tim of an  ostensib ly ac c identa l overdose  of ba rb iturat es. 
 
 
Ka tharine Sym onds Furse (government offic ia l) 
Kat ha rine  a nd  he r three sisters were  the  c hild ren of fa med g ay  Eng lish essay ist an d  
histo rian  John Add ing ton Symonds (1840-1893). Born in Clifton, Bristo l, young  Kat ha rine  
spent  most of he r c hildhood  in Dav os, Switzerla nd  whe re Symonds ha d  reloc at ed  the  
fa mily in sea rc h of a bette r c limat e fo r his tuberc ulosis. In 1900 she  ma rried  the  pa inte r, 
Char les W. Furse who also  suffered  from tuberc ulosis. The y ha d  two sons, Pete r an d  John  
Pau l. Charles Furse d ied  of tuberc ulosis in 1904. 1875 Kat he rine  led  the  first VAD (Volunt ary 
Aid  Detac hment ) Corps to Franc e  Oc tober 1914. Hea ded  the  British Red  Cross Women's 
VAD Dep artment  1915-1917, Comman da nt  in Chief of the  Joint  Women's VAD 
Depar tment  1916, First hea d  of the Women's Roya l Nav a l Servic e  (WRENS), 1917. She  
remaine d  the  he a d  o f the  WRENS unt il they were d emob ilized  in 1919. Afte r the  war , 
Kat ha rine  Furse  c ont inued  he r p ione ering  work in women's servic e. She  worked  c losely fo r 
years with the  Girl Guides an d  for ten years was Direc tor of the  World  Assoc iat ion of Girl 
Guides an d  Girl Sc outs. She  d ied  in Lond on in 1952. 
 
Klaus Mann 
Fa mous German au tho r of the novel "Mefisto" (ma de into  a  film with Klau s-Mar ia 
Bran da uer), ga y himself, he  was the  son of even more fa mous no ve list Tho mas Ma nn 
("Budenb rooks", "Mag ic  Mounta in"), who  openly w rote a bout his own ho mosexua lity in his 
sec ret d iar ies. 
 
Kyra Nijinsky (danc er) 
Dau ghte r of g ay  Russia n da nc er Vaslav  Nijinsky, Kyra  sta rred  in She  Danc es Alone . As the  
lead ing  c harac ter in the semi-doc ument ary psyc hogra ph, Kyra  reflec ted  on the  
phe nomeno n an d  the  trag ic  destiny  of he r fat he r, the  Russian  c ho reog ra phe r and  bal let 
danc er Vaslav  Nijinsky. 
 
Lynn Redgrave (ac tress) 
Lynn , best kno wn fo r he r ro les in Shine , God 's an d  Monste rs an d  Georgy Girl is the  
dau g hter of d istinguishe d  b isexual  ac tor Sir Mic ha el Redgrav e  an d  siste r of Vane ssa . Lynn 
Redgrav e  has mad e  sig nific ant  c ont ributions to he r illustrious fa mily's five gene rat ion long  
reputat ion for p roduc ing  fine  British ac tors. The  London-b orn Lynn stud ied  ac ting  at  the  
Cent ra l Sc hool of Music  an d  Dra ma.  She  first ap peared  on stag e  in a  1962 p roduc tion of 
A Mid summer Night 's Drea m at  the Roya l Court Theat re . She was ne xt inv ited  by Sir 
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Lau renc e  Olivie r to  bec ome on of the  first members in Brita in's Nat ional  The at re . The re 
she  ap p ea red  in Ha mle t as well as in ma ny othe r p restig ious Prod uc tions. In the  lat e  
1990s, Red grav e stag ed  a suc c essful one -woma n sho w, Shak espea re for My Fat he r. 
 
Malcolm  Stevenson "Steve" Forbes Jr.  
Born July 18, 1947), is the  son of ga y fat he r Malc olm Stevenson Forbes Sr. and  the  ed ito r-
in-c hief of b usiness mag a zine  Forbes as well as p resident  an d  c hief exec utive  offic er of its 
pub lishe r, Forb es Inc . He was a  c a nd id at e in the  U.S. President ia l p rima ries in 1996 a nd  
2000.  His b rothe rs Christophe r Forbes, vic e  c hai rman,  Robert Forbes an d  Timothy Forb es 
hav e  al l long  worked  for the  mag a zine  o r at  least the  p arent  c omp any .  
 
Mary Godwin Wolistoneaaft Shelley (author) 
Dau ghte r of Ma ry Wollstonec ra ft, a  lesb ian au tho r who  wrote  Vind ic at ion of the  Rig hts of 
Man . Ma ry Godw in Wollstone c ra ft went  on to  marry poet Perc y Bysshe  She lley, a nd  more 
importa nt ly went  on to  w rite  Fra nkenste in. 
 
Minnie Hall 
The  a dop ted  d au ghter of Ta mma ny Hal l po lit ic ia n, an d  ba il bond sman  Murray  Hal l. 
Minn ie 's fat he r, a  c onf ident  o f Stat e Senat o r Barne y Martin was found  to be ac tual ly 
Mary Anderson af ter his deat h in 1901. Murray  Hal l d ied  from b reast c a nc er, whic h was 
no t d iag no sed  bec au se  of his fear  of d isc overy. 
 
Na tasha  Richardson (ac tress) 
Stag e  a nd  sc reen perfo rmer who  is the  d au g hter o f a wa rd  w inning  ac tress Vane ssa 
Redgrav e , an d  b isexual  film d irec tor Tony Ric hardson an d  also  had  a  b isexual  
g ran d fat he r (Sir Mic hae l Redg rav e). Nat a sha  lost her fat he r, d irec tor Tony Ric ha rd son, to 
AIDS in 1991. Sinc e he r fat he r's dea th she 's tak en a  ha nd s-on ro le in AIDS work, inc lud ing  
orga nizing  the  Americ a n Found at ion for AIDS Researc h's hugely suc c essful au c tion of 
Osc ar  d resses last year . Ma rried  to fe llow  ac to r Lia m Neesom, Na tasha  is a  mother of two 
sons. 
When I was about 10 or 11 I said to my m other, "Is my papa  gay?" She said  yes, and  I 
rem ember being very upset by that. I'm  not sure quite why. There's the soc ia l stigma 
when you're in School ... and  I guess at the tim e you think your parents are gods. I guess, 
because of the world I've been brought up  in, I just don't ca tegorize people. I don't think, 
oh, that's a  b isexual person, that's a gay person, that's a stra ight person. 
 
Nic ole Bobek (ice ska ter) 
Kno w for a n outgo ing  personal ity on the  ic e  a nd  unusual  g rac e an d  artistry, Nic ole  
Bobek g rew up  in Chic a go, with he r lesb ia n mothe r, Ja na  Bobek who  skat ed  in minor 
c ompetit ions in he r youth in her na tive  Czec ho slovak ia . Nic ole  was put into skat es at  ag e  
31/ 2 a nd  Ja na  guided  he r d au g hter's p rog ress fo r a while, the n put he r into  a  c lass. 
Nic o le as the  1995 United  Stat es ska ting  c ha mp ion an d  a Bronze  medal  at  the  World  
Level. 
 
Nigel Nic olson (author) 
Nic o lson wrote Portrai t  of a  Ma rriag e . In the  b ook Nic holson writes of the  ma rriag e  of his 
fa mous p arents, the  au tho r Vita  Sac kville-West (who was Virg inia  Woo lfÕs long time love r) 
and  a uthor, politic ian  an d  d iar ist, Harold  Nic o lson, also  a  b isexual .  
 
Noriko and  Iichiro Mishima 
Child ren of Yoko  Susiya ma  (e ldest da ughte r o f Jap ane se  p ainte r Yasushi Sug iya ma ) an d  
gay  au tho r Yukio  Mishima , the  most spec tac ular ly talent ed  young  write r to emerge  in 
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Jap a n af te r World  War II. The ir fat her at  the  peak  o f a  b rillia nt  lite ra ry c a reer a nd  at  the  
ag e of fo rty-five c ommitted  the  ritual  suic ide c al led  Sep puku on November 25, 1970. 
 
Orenthal Jam es (OJ) Sim pson 
Considered  one  of the  g reat est runn ing  b ac ks in Americ a n footbal l histo ry, OJ in the  
early 1990's bec a me a ho useho ld  na me, a  na me that  sp arked  c onversions ac ross the  
United  Stat es on rac e, weal th, a nd  fa me. Born ne ar  San  Franc isc o at  Stanf ord  Unive rsity 
Hosp ita l on 9 July 1947, the son of Jimmie  a nd  Eunic e Durden Simpson. Simpson's fat he r, 
a well-kno wn San  Franc isc o d rag  queen, d ied  of AIDS in 1986.  In June  of 1994, Nic o le 
Brown an d  Ronald  Gold ma n were  found  b rutal ly murd ered , Simpson was c ha rged  with 
the  two  murders an d  lat e r c onv ic ted  in c ivil c ourt of the ir murders.  
 
Raym ond Douglas 
Son of Wa lt Whitman' s lover Lo rd  Alfred  Doug la s (1870-1945). After Whitma n's deat h, Lord  
Doug la s went  on to  marry Olive Custanc e  a nd  fa the red  Ray mond. Ra ymond 's 
g ran d fat he r, Colone l Custanc e  al leged  that  Doug las was a c rue l and  irresponsib le  fat he r 
and  sued  to hav e young  Ray mond  tak en aw ay  from his pa rents. Ra ymond 's mothe r 
sided  with he r fat he r a nd  the  ma rriag e  ended  in a  sha mb les. The  c ustody b at tle  a nd  
fa mily rifts took their to ll on Ra ymond . He g rew up  with severe  emotional  p rob lems. At the  
ag e of twent y-five  he  was d iag no sed  as sc hizop hrenic  an d  was c ommitted  to  a  p rivat e  
mental  hosp ital . He spent  muc h of his life in an d  out of suc h institutions a nd  d ied  in one  in 
1964. 
 
Rebecc a Walker (author) 
Rebec c a  is the  d au g hter of lesb ian  au tho r, Alic e  Wa lker a nd  is the  c o-founder of the  
Third  Wav e, a  sma ll feminist o rgan izat ion that  beg an in 1992 an d  rec ent ly w rote  "To Be  
Real : Telling  the Truth a nd  Cha ng ing  the  Fac e of Feminism. Her mothe r is known for suc h 
no vels a s The  Color Purp le . 
 
Rene Russo (ac tress) 
Born in 1954, Rene  Russo g rew up  on the  wrong  sid e of the  trac ks in Burba nk, a  Los 
Ang e les sub urb . Her fat he r, a  sc ulp tor a nd  mec ha nic , left the  fa mily whe n Rene  was just 
two , leav ing  he r mothe r, Shirley, as a sing le lesb ian  mom with two dau g hte rs. (Rene  ha s 
one  siste r, na med  Toni).  
As a  17 yea r o ld , Rene  was d isc overed  suddenly a nd  within a few  mont hs, she  ha d  
signe d  a c ont rac t with Ford  Modeling  Agenc y an d  within a  year  had  bec ome a 
suc c essful p rint  an d  pho tograp he r model. Her te levision se ries debut c a me in 1987 with a 
supp ort ing  pa rt on the  short-lived  TV series ÒSab le .Ó Some of he r most nota b le film 
ap pearanc e  inc lude Majo r Leag ue, Ra nsom, an d  The  Adventures of Roc ky a nd  
Bulw inkle , an d  as an  internal  a ffai rs detec tive in Le thal  Wea pon 3. Rene  Russo has been 
p ra ised  fo r he r a b ility to  ho ld  he r own ag a inst he r majo r male  c o-stars. Rene  Russo  ha s 
been ma rried  to sc reenw rite r Dan  Gilroy sinc e  1992, an d  the y ha ve one  da ughte r, 
na med Rose.  
ÒWhen I was born-  oh I am  going  to c ry-  my dad  left and  it was wom en in m y life tha t 
were gay tha t ra ised  me and  that helped  m e and  nurtured  m e.Ó (On ABCÕs Good 
Morning  Americ a) 
 
Vanessa  Redgrave (ac tress) 
Vane ssa , known for he r ro les in The  Troja n Women, Mary Queen of Sc ots, Howa rds End , 
Wilde  a nd  Deep  Impac t, is the  d au ght er of d isting uishe d  b isexual  ac tor Sir Mic ha el 
Redgrav e . Vane ssa  Redgrav e is widely rega rded  as one  of Great  Britain's fine st modem 
dra mat ic  ac tresses. Born Jan ua ry 30,1937 in London, Redg ra ve stud ied  d ra ma at  
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Lond on's Central  Sc ho ol of Music  an d  Danc e . She  mad e  he r the at ric al  debut in 1957 
and  he r film debut the  fo llowing  yea r in the  d rea d ful Behind  the  Mask, whic h also sta rred  
he r fat he r. She  had  two  c hild ren; Joely a nd  Nat asha Ric hardson, b y b isexual  d irec tor 
Tony Ric hardson, a nd  in 1969 had  a  c hild  b y her Ca melot c o-star  Franc o Nero. Redgrav e  
won a n Osc a r fo r best supporting  ac tress for he r ro le in Julia (1977). 
 
William  Burroughs III 
Son of Joan  Vollmer a nd  ga y fat he r Willia m Seward  Burroughs, a  fa mous Beat  a nd  
c ontemp orary writer. Willia m Jr.'s g reat -g ran d fa the r was the  invent or of the  a dd ing  
mac hine . In 1951, Burroug hs lost his mothe r in a n odd  an d  trag ic  way . During  a d runken 
perfo rma nc e of Willia m Tell, Burroug hs Sr. missed  a nd  killed  Joa n with a bullet through the  
b ra in. 


