[image: image1.jpg]COLAGE





Be a part of the COLAGE Family Week Volunteer Staff Team!

Apply Today!

COLAGE is currently seeking fabulous adult COLAGErs (people with lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender or queer parents) to join us for an incredible week at this year’s Provincetown Family Week in Provincetown, MA July 27-August 4, 2012! 

To apply: Fill out the attached application and submit it no later than Friday, March 30th, 2012 by emailing it to Elizabeth Castellana, Program Director at elizabeth@colage.org 

About COLAGE
COLAGE is the only national youth-driven network of people with lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, or queer parents. Living in a world that treats our families differently can be isolating or challenging. By connecting us with peers who share our experience, COLAGE helps us become strong advocates for ourselves and our families. www.colage.org

FAQ’s
What is Family Week?

During this week, hundreds of lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, or queer (LGBTQ) parented families spend a week in Provincetown. The COLAGE daily program includes recreational activities, workshops, creative expression activities, leadership development, and youth empowerment that allow participants to gain confidence and pride, make new friends, express themselves creatively, and have a lot of fun while connecting in enduring ways to community of other COLAGErs. The COLAGE Family Week staff is an enthusiastic team of adults who share the experience of having an LGBTQ parent and create a fun and safe environment for all of our youth participants. In 2010 over 200 youth ages 8-18 and more than 30 adult volunteers participated in the COLAGE Family Week program creating a vibrant community of people who have LGBTQ parents unlike any other.
What does it mean to be on the Family Week Staff?

The COLAGE Family Week Staff team works together to provide social, educational, and community building activities for youth ages 9 and up. COLAGE activities are offered for three groups of youth with LGBTQ parents: Camp COLAGE for 3rd-5th graders, COLAGE Crew for Middle School youth, and the COLAGE High School Program. 

If you commit to serve as volunteer staff it means that Family Week becomes more of a job (albeit a fun and exciting job) than a vacation. We ask that our staff commit to being present for the entire week starting with staff training on the afternoon of Friday, July 27th. 
Before the week begins, Family Week staff help develop workshops and contribute to activity planning beginning in April 2012 via email and phone conference calls in the weeks prior to Family Week.

Why volunteer? Volunteering your time on the COLAGE Family Week Staff is an incredible opportunity to work with fantastic youth, develop friendships with fellow adult COLAGErs, gain leadership experience, and learn to be a strong advocate for ourselves and our families.  The adult COLAGE community is truly a family.  Participating in Family Week as staff will connect you to this network of adult COLAGErs that will, in all, likelihood, become a second family.  You also have the chance to affect the lives of youth with LGBTQ parents by sharing your experiences, your enthusiasm, and your energy with an amazing group of youth. You will have the unique opportunity to connect with other adults with LGBTQ parents who are a part of the team. There will be time to enjoy the queer friendly vacation atmosphere of Ptown.  And lots more!
Who can apply? To be a part of the COLAGE Family Week Staff you must be at least 18 years old by July 27th, 2012 and have (or had) one or more lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and/ or queer parent/ guardian(s). We seek to build a diverse and dynamic team of 35+ adults that reflects the youth we will be working with. People of color, folks who are male identified and folks with special skills such as sign language interpretation are highly encouraged to apply. We can’t wait to have you join us this summer!!!

What is the time commitment expected?

All staff are expected to arrive in Provincetown, MA by the afternoon (ideally by 4:30 pm) of Friday, July 27thth for staff orientation/training and to stay through 1:00 pm on Saturday, August 4th.  Please be aware, this is a commitment to early mornings and long days.  As staff, you may be required to attend meetings as early as 7 am and as late as 10 pm.  This experience is a lot of work, and is uniquely rewarding.  
What is asked of staff?  Family Week is an inspiring, energizing, and exhausting experience.  As staff, you will begin working to plan workshops and events via email and conference call starting in Spring, 2012.  You are expected to make travel plans that accommodate COLAGE’s programs and allow you participate in staff training, and we’re here to help you with those logistics (and in some cases costs).  A typical day on staff may include a check in at 8 am, facilitating a workshop from 10-12:30, facilitating a lunch meeting with youth from 1-2, facilitating a workshop from 2-4:30, making dinner for your housemates, and an evening meeting from 8-11.  This example is of a full day, but not an atypical one.  Please ensure you can come to family week fully committed to this level of work.
Is this a paid position? This is a volunteer opportunity. COLAGE Volunteer Staff are given the option of communal COLAGE housing. You may also choose to stay with your family or friends on your own.  If you have the option of housing with your family or friends, we encourage you to do so as the Staff Houses are generally quite full. COLAGE covers the cost of housing (if you stay in a COLAGE Staff house) and meals (everyone can eat in the staff houses no matter where they are sleeping) during Family Week.

Staff volunteers are responsible for making their own travel arrangements to and from Family Week but COLAGE assists with travel stipends, flight vouchers, carpools, etc when possible and in certain cases. COLAGE will also offer a discounted ferry between Boston and Provincetown to those who’s travel accommodates the relevant schedule.  Anyone able or willing to donate frequent flier miles, flight vouchers, etc, is invited to do so.
If you have any questions, please contact Elizabeth Castellana at Elizabeth@colage.org or 855-4-COLAGE (ext 1).  
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Family Week Volunteer Application 2012
applications are due Friday, March 30, 2012
Basic Info

Your Legal Name: ________________________________________________________ 
First



Last
Date of Birth:  ____/____/____ Will you be over 18 years of age by July 27th, 2012_____
Preferred Name if Different: 
_______________________________________________________________________________
Preferred Gender Pronouns: (circle one): He/Him   She/her   Ze/Hir   Other:_________________
Current Address (where mail should be sent to you between now and August 30, 2012):

_______________________________________________________________________________________


Street Address





City

State
Zip Code

Permanent Address (if different from current address): 
___________________________________________________________________________________________


Street Address




City

State
Zip Code
Phone Numbers: (___)_____________________________(___)__________________________(___)_______________________

Permanent (Include area code)


Current Phone

      Other Phone Numbers (cell, pager, etc)

Email address (es): __________________________________________________________

The best way to reach me: (indicate by phone, by email, etc)______________________________

Race/Ethnicity (optional): ____________________ 

Sex/Gender (optional):_________________ 
Sexual Orientation (optional): __________________

Do you speak any other languages fluently other than English?___________________

I have one or more (Please check all that apply):
· Lesbian mom/s

· Gay dad/s

· Bisexual parent/s

·  Transgender parent/s

· Queer parent/s

· Straight parent/s

· Fill in the blank: ___________________
Have you attended Ptown Family week before? (circle to indicate)
Yes, as a participant 

Yes, as staff, (list years you have worked as staff):

No, I have never attended Ptown Family Week

I am available from Friday, July 27thth – Saturday, August 4th for Family Week in Provincetown:

YES


NO

Comments (note any anticipated conflicts or reasons why you would miss a portion of this week but still want to be considered for staff):

Preferred age group:

(Workshops and some activities are divided by age: staff are generally assigned to one group with whom they will predominantly work throughout the week.  Please rank with the numbers 1-3 your first, second and third choices. COLAGE will do our best to accommodate your preferences). 
___  Camp COLAGE (3rd-5th graders)
___ COLAGE Crew (Middle School/ 6th- 8th graders)

___  COLAGE High School Program (Entering 9th grade through entering college)

___ If you selected COLAGE high school program, please indicate if you are also interested in working as a facilitator with the Facilitator in Training (FIT) program for youth entering 11th grade through entering college and interested in training to work as a facilitator for youth
___  No preference

Do you plan to stay in one of the COLAGE Staff Houses? (Please circle yes only if you do not have housing already available to you)
YES

NO

NOT SURE

Questions for new and returning staff:
Why do you want to be on the Volunteer Family Week Staff with COLAGE? (If you are a returning staff member, please include what the most rewarding and challenging aspects of the experience were for you.)
Some of my previous and relevant experience is: (Please include any experience working with young people)

Some of the specific skills that I would bring to Family Week: (workshops you could facilitate, activities you could teach, other special skills you could contribute) 

Are you are interested in one of our Special Positions? (Co-coordinator, house coordinator, ASL interpreter)
If yes, which of the Special Positions are you interested in?
If yes, what special skills or talents will you bring to this position?
Do you have First Aid and CPR certification current through August 4, 2012?

If not, will you renew/ make current before July 27th, 2013?

For applicants to fill positions that involve working directly with youth, COLAGE may perform a background check.  Depending on what jurisdiction the background check is performed in, you may be required to be fingerprinted.  Are you willing to submit to a background check and fingerprinting, if necessary? 

 

Have you ever been convicted of a felony?

 

If yes, please explain.  

 

*Please note: COLAGE encourages people who were formerly convicted to be active in their community. History of a felony offense does not necessarily prevent you from being a candidate for this position.
**COLAGE reserves the right to request further information and/or to conduct background checks on applicants to ensure the safety of COLAGE youth and staff.
New Staff only References (If you have not previously served as staff at a Family Week, please include two references who have supervised your previous work with youth; Returning staff do NOT need to submit references):
Name:

Phone:
Email:
Relationship:

Name:

Phone:
Email:
Relationship:
Certification

A.     I certify that the information I have presented in this application form and any attachments is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.
B. 
I agree to notify COLAGE immediately of any changes that 1) makes any information presented on this application form or attachments no longer true and correct, and/or 2) makes me ineligible or unavailable to volunteer.

C. 
I understand that the names of Provincetown staff members will be listed in COLAGE publications and reports.
D. 
I also authorize, whether listed or not, any person, school, current employer, past employers and organizations to provide relevant information and opinions that may be useful in making a selection decision. I release such persons and organizations from any legal liability in making such statements.
E. 
If I am under 18 years of age, I have included the signature of my parent or legal guardian.
______________________________
__________________________________________

_________________

NAME (printed) 


SIGNATURE 





DATE
PARENT OR LEGAL GUARDIAN (if applicant is under 18 years of age)
______________________________
__________________________________________

_________________

NAME (printed) 


SIGNATURE 





DATE

Fill out the attached application and submit it no later than Friday, March 30th, 2012 by emailing it to Elizabeth Castellana, Elizabeth@colage.org
